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India to suddenly arrest the development of Natal by shutting off tht
supply of immigrants as it would be for Natal to deny the rights of citi-
zenship to British Indian subjects, who, by years of thrift and good work
in the Colony, have raised themselves to the actual status of citizens
(the Italics throughout are your Memorialists3)'.

Your Memorialists now leave their case in your hands, and
in so doing earnestly pray, and confidently hope, that the Royal
assent to the Bill hereinbefore referred to will be withheld,, and,
if there be any fear as to the European vote being swamped by
the Indian, an enquiry be ordered to ascertain whether there ac-
tually exists any such danger under the existing law, or such
other relief will be granted as may meet the ends of justice.

And for this act of justice and mercy, your Memorialists.,
as in duty bound, shall for ever pray, etc., etc.1

ABDUL KAREEM HAJI ADAM
AND OTHERS

From a photostat of a printed copy; S.N. 979-83

95.   SPEECH AT INDIANS' MEETING*
June 4,  1896
After the presentation of an address, Mr. Gandhi, in acknowledging
the kindness, said the occasion showed that whatever castes the Indians
in Natal represented they were all in favour of being cemented in
closer union. With regard to the objects of the Congress, he did not
think any differences existed, else they would not have met as they had
done to make its secretary a presentation. If this surmise were correct,
he would repeat the request he made the other evening3 urging the at-
tendance of the Madras Indians at the Congress, Up to the present
that attendance had not been satisfactory, but he hoped that henceforth,
1 On September 25,  1896, C. Bird   communicated to the   Memorialists
Chamberlain's decision, that "Her Majesty's Government has carefully consi-
dered their representations,  but has not felt justified in advising Her Majesty
to disallow the Act" (S.N. 160).
2 A day before Gandhiji sailed for India, the Tamil and Gujarati Indians
of Durban along with other communities met at the Natal Indian Congress Hall
for the purpose of recognizing his services and presented to him an address.    The
attendance was large and much enthusiasm prevailed.    Dada Abdulla presided.
3 This refers to an earlier meeting of June 2, where he  was   presented
an address on behalf of the Natal Indian Congress.    A report of this meeting
or of his speech,.however, is not available.